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THE FINISHING FUNCTION 
OF THE PUBLIC SECOND- 
ARY SCHOOL 
The high school of today is committed 
to two types of training; it recognizes 
that the finishing function is as import- 
ant as the fitting function. 
THE American people are committed 
to a program of universal secondary 
education. The public high school 
has become the most important American 
institution. It is the people's college and 
high school graduation is regarded as the 
minimum educational preparation that 
every American boy and girl should have. 
The secondary school enrolment has now 
passed the five million mark and represents 
55% of the boys and girls of secondary 
school age. The curriculum of the public 
high school should be constructed to meet 
the life needs of the secondary school enrol- 
ment, which now represents every segment 
of the social order and every level of in- 
tellectual ability. To meet the life needs of 
this diversified enrolment is the outstanding 
problem of secondary education. 
There are approximately twenty-five 
thousand secondary schools in the United 
States, enrolling well over five million 
pupils. One-fourth of these secondary 
school pupils are in schools with enrolment 
of less than 100. Of the 600,000 boys and 
girls who were graduated from public sec- 
ondary schools last June approximately 
50% are now in institutions of higher 
learning; about one-fourth are gainfully 
employed in some way or are taking ad- 
ditional educational work in the high school; 
and the remaining one-fourth are in the 
ranks of the unemployed. The changes that 
are taking place in the social, economic, and 
industrial order make it increasingly diffi- 
cult for boys and girls of high school age 
to find gainful employment. There seems 
to be a definite trend to eliminate from in- 
dustry youth of the early "teen" age. 
A study of high school statistics reveals 
the fact that although our secondary school 
enrolment is heterogeneous it is still highly 
selective. Boys and girls from the homes 
of educated people tend to persist longer in 
school than boys and girls from the homes 
of uneducated people. In the senior year 
of the high school "the, student body ex- 
hibits a distinctly class character." The se- 
lective character of our high schools is evi- 
denced further by the fact that its dominant 
curriculum is more attractive to those of 
superior ability than to those of less than 
average ability. 
The American high school, up until the 
beginning of the present century, regarded 
college preparation as its chief function, 
and its program for vocational education 
was a mere gesture designed to meet the 
needs of a certain group in its enrolment 
that had become vocal for some tA'pe of 
commercial or industrial training. College 
preparation is still regarded as an important 
function of the secondary school and every 
effort is being made to improve its program 
so that it may prepare boys and girls in a 
more effective manner for entrance into 
institutions of higher learning; but college 
preparation is not the sole function of the 
secondary school. It has a definite obliga- 
tion to those boys and girls in its enrolment 
who are not college bound, but who should 
and will enter gainful occupations at or be- 
fore the close of the high school period. 
The high school of today recognizes that 
this finishing function is as important as its 
fitting function and has formulated a set of 
cardinal principles that commits it to these 
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two types of training: one for those boys 
and girls who are college bound and the 
other for those pupils who, when they leave 
the high school, will go immediately into 
occupational life. The long recognized fit- 
ting or preparatory function of the high 
school is now receiving considerable atten- 
tion by educators, and ways and means are 
being employed to enable the school to dis- 
charge this function in a way more satis- 
factory to the institutions of higher learn- 
ing. There is considerable uncertainty 
among educators as to what type of aca- 
demic, training boys and girls should have 
to prepare them for the work of our col- 
leges and universities. No specific pattern 
of academic subjects or units seems to be a 
guarantee of success or failure in college. 
Institutions of higher learning are not 
agreed as to what constitutes proper pre- 
paratory training and are therefore reluc- 
tant to change their entrance requirements. 
They are agreed, however, that they desire 
only superior students—students with more 
than average ability, who have the training 
and disposition to do college work. The 
finishing or terminal function of the high 
school has long been recognized as a legiti- 
mate function of the secondary school. It 
has received scant attention, however, be- 
cause the high school has been largely con- 
trolled by the college, which has always 
attempted to make it and keep it a strictly 
preparatory institution. Then, too, the 
standardizing and accrediting agencies, hav- 
ing set up standards for judging the worth 
of secondarj^ schools which are almost en- 
tirely academic in character, join forces 
with the college in emphasizing the fitting 
function. It has been difficult for the sec- 
ondary school to free itself from the domi- 
nance of the college, but, thanks to the pro- 
fessional training of high school people, 
the secondary school in co-operation with 
departments of education and teachers' col- 
leges is now inaugurating and administering 
a curriculum adapted and adjusted to the 
life needs of its student population and is 
declaring that success in college is only one 
measure for judging its worth. Although 
the secondary school recognizes the neces- 
sity for differentiated offerings to meet the 
needs of those who are not going to college 
as well as the needs of those who are going 
to college, it is nevertheless uncertain as to 
the nature and character of the vocational 
training that it should offer. Shall the sec- 
ondary school provide for its non-college 
bound students specialized vocational train- 
ing, or shall it provide general training for 
this group? It is generally agreed that 
such boys and girls should have definite 
training. The question at issue seems to 
be whether this specialized vocational train- 
ing should be given during the high school 
period or after. 
There is a group of educators represented 
by Dr. Snedden who feel that specialized 
vocational education should come after the 
secondary school period and that it should 
be provided in highly selected and special- 
ized schools, located in different parts of 
the country. Dr. Snedden says that there 
should be about 6,500 kinds of vocational 
schools to which students should go after 
finishing the general course of the second- 
ary school. There is another group of edu- 
cators who feel that only general education 
should be given during the high school per- 
iod and that specialized vocational and semi- 
professional training should be provided in 
a new type of secondary institution—the 
junior college. Both groups agree that the 
present program for vocational education in 
our secondary schools is entirely inadequate 
to meet the needs of pupils who will not 
and should not enter institutions of higher 
learning and that something should be done 
about this situation. 
The coming of the municipal junior col- 
lege as a unit of secondary education in our 
public school system seems to be on the edu- 
cational calendar. 
If the high school is to discharge its obli- 
gations with reference to both of its func- 
tions, it must provide a program of guid- 
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ance that will enable it to assist pupils to 
decide whether they wish to prepare for 
entrance in institutions of higher learning, 
or for those occupations for which a col- 
lege education is not essential. The pro- 
gram of the small high school must remain 
a limited one and should stress general 
rather than special training. The program 
of the large cosmopolitan high school should 
provide both general preparatory training 
and general vocational training. It seems 
to be clear that the high school as now con- 
stituted should not attempt any further ex- 
pansion of its specialized or vocational pro- 
gram for its non-college bound pupils, but 
that it should attempt to inaugurate for 
these pupils a program calling for general 
vocational training. This is predicated on 
the assumption that it will be rather diffi- 
cult for the secondary schools to offer dif- 
ferentiated vocational courses that will pre- 
pare students for successful entrance into 
occupations that are changing almost over- 
night. This does not mean that the sec- 
ondary school must abandon its program of 
vocational education; it indicates rather 
that it should reorganize its present inade- 
quate vocational courses into programs that 
will provide in a more adequate way gen- 
eral vocational training. 
William R. Smithey 
The more ideals a man has, the more 
contemptible, on the whole, do you continue 
to deem him, if the matter ends there for 
him, and if none of the laboring man's 
virtues are called into action on his part- 
no courage shown, no privations undergone, 
no dirt or scars contracted in the attempt 
to get them realized.—William James. 
The child runs away from home for the 
same reason that the dog bolts in the hunt- 
ing field. It is usually because his rights 
have not been respected. The dog becomes 
a self-hunter and the child becomes anti- 
social.—Leslie D. Kline. 
GIRLS OF TODAY MOVE 
AHEAD 
The Girl Scout movement symbolizes 
the coming generation, free, strong, 
competent, and clean . . . The day of 
the cloistered woman is past. Hail to 
the Scout! 
THE Girl Scouts and hundreds of 
thousands of their sisters enrolled 
in similar groups, such as Girl Re- 
serves, Campfire Girls, and 4-H clubs, are 
about the best phase of the growth of 
womanhood since Susan B. Anthony an- 
nounced that women are people. These 
girls are growing every day into a finer 
and more competent people, for they have 
found their legs and arms—and the free- 
dom of the out-of-doors in which to swing 
them. They have found, too, the freedom 
to discover and to develop their natural 
gifts and faculties. 
There was a time, not so long ago but it 
is clear in my memory, when a girl thought 
if she were strong enough to step over a 
curbstone, it were better to disguise that 
ugly fact and cling to the sturdy arm of 
her escort. If she had a good appetite, she 
concealed it; and if she could run fast 
enough to catch up to what she wanted, no- 
body had ever seen her do it. She had to 
hide her fitness to live and to do her work 
in the world if she were to be happy in it. 
Those were the stupid days. 
Within the last twenty years the world 
has altered until it seems a new planet. 
Girl Scouts and like-minded groups have 
helped young generations of girls to adapt 
to new conditions and to take advantage of 
unprecedented opportunities. That they 
have filled a real need is indicated by their 
steady growth. The first Girl Scout group 
of eight girls was organized twenty-two 
years ago this March in Savannah, Georgia. 
Today there are many more than a million 
Girl Scouts and ex-Girl Scouts. The 
